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open air, which he had been doing a few hours prior to the
attack, and, as she supposed, with no ill result; for when

placed in bed at half-past six, he appeared to be in his ordinary
state of health.
On examination, I found the breathing much distressed, and

each inspiration accompanied hy a long shrill sound, sufficiently
loud to be heard at a distance of several yards ; also the usual
phenomena, anxious expression of countenance and frequent
ringing cough, &c, ’

I prescribed a warm bath, two leeches to the sternum, an
emetic mixture, and a grain of calomel with two of James’s
powder to be given after the cessation of the vomiting, and re-
peated every two hours.
At half-past seven the following morning a messenger was

sent to inform me that my little patient was dying; and on
arriving at the house I found the mother wringing her hands
and regretting that she had not applied for advice sooner. The
child was then gasping for breath; its face was livid, and the
skin cold and clammy. The leeches had bled profusely; the
emetic had acted well; the child had had the bath; and the
powders had been given regularly. Under such circumstances
tracheotomy appeared to be the only remedy; and as all hope
of recovery under ordinary circumstances had fled from the
minds of friends, I had but little difficulty in obtaining their
consent to the operation.
With regard to the operation, I may remark that I divided

the trachea between the cricoid cartilage and the thyroid body,
cutting upwards in the median line by means of a curved
bistoury, which I weuld recommend as the most convenient
instrument, for with it the trachea can be fixed, and the in-
cision made at the same time, whilst there is less danger of
-wounding the carotids or posterior portion of the trachea; and
when the relatively smaller size of that organ in a child, and
its mobile condition when breath is being violently struggled
for, are taken into consideration, together with the circum-
stance that in infancy the carotids lie much closer to it, the
danger of either of the above casualties occurring does not
appear slight.
Upon dividing the trachea the relief afforded was very de-

cided, and large quantities of viscid mucus were for some time
coughed up through the aperture, which I kept patulent with
two hooks, manufactured out of cap-wire, and maintained in
their position by means of silk passed round the neck. The
haemorrhage was readily restrained by cold water and the
pressure of a sponge.
The powders were continued, and the case progressed

favourably until the third day, when, having been hastily
summoned, I found the breathing again difficult, the result of
the healing process having gone on too rapidly. Upon slightly
enlarging the opening, however, and cleaning out the wound,
matters again went on favourably, until the natural passage
having been restored, the parts were brought together, and
granulation permitted to proceed.
On the fifth day afber the operation, the child was sitting up

in bed, and able to talk tolerably well; on the tenth to walk
about in the room; and on the fourteenth, the wound had
quite healed, and I discontinued my visits.

I should be glad to hear whether the "tenaculumcanula"
of the late lamented Dr. Marshall Hall (described in THE
LANCET of the 7th of April, 1849,) has been tried, and with
what success. The contrivance appeared to me an exceedingly
ingenious one, and a most applicable one for children.

In the above case, I may add that the smallest tracheal tube
I could procure was too large, and that quills (owing to the
elasticity of the trachea and the strong respiratory efforts)
were jerked out with considerable force.

Birkenliead, Nov. 1S57.

YFLLOw FEVER IN LISBON.- Advices from Lisbon
state that the fever appears to be gradually passing into the
period of decadence. The colder weather has produced a
beneficial effect. M. Suquet, a physician nominated by the
French Government to study the prevailing epidemic, had
arrived, accompanied by M. Guyon, who is known as the author
of several works on epidemics. They had visited some of the
hospitals, and common report affirmed their opinion to be to
the effect that the disease is caused chiefly by the unwholesome
state of the sewers and the general dirty condition of the city,
and that it is of the typhus class. On the 26th ult. the new
cases were reported 159, and 65 deaths in houses and hospitals;
on the 25th there were 149 cases and 32 deaths; and on the
24th, 179 cases and 64 deaths.
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ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL.

DISLOCATION OF THE LEFT INNOMINATUM, WITH LACERATION
OF THE PENIS, AND PARAPLEGIA; REDUCTION EFFECTED,
WITH GOOD RECOVERY.

(Under the care of Mr. SKEY.)
WE have placed upon record several examples of fracture of &pound;

the pelvis, an injury which most generally results from tre-
mendous violence, and, unfortunately, too often attended with
some fatal complications. We to-day place before our readers
a case of dislocation of the left os innominatum, associated
with other injuries, paraplegia especially, which yielded to
treatment, the reduction being accomplished very satisfactorily.
We can call to mind another rare case of dislocation of the
same bone, in a patient at University College Hospital, about
eighteen months ago, under Mr. Erichsen, which turned out
well.
John H-, aged fortv, while riding a restive horse, on the

13th of October, was thrown to the ground. The animal
reared upright, and fell backwards upon him. On exami-
nation, a large quantity of extravasated blood was thrown out
over the region of the bladder, and also in the perin&aelig;um; the
penis was lacerated, the scrotum partly crushed, and the left
testicle protruded through the aperture; the left innominat-um
was thrown off the sacrum, and projected backwards to the
extent of a full inch beyond the level of the opposite bone; the
lower extremity was paralysed as regards motor power, and
almost entirely as regards sensation; the collection of blood
over the hypogastrium occupied the mesial line, and conveyed
the sensation of a distended bladder. A catheter was intro-
duced, but the bladder contained no urine, and it appeared on
inquiry that urine had dribbled away since the accident with-
out the effort of micturition. The man’s countenance exhi-
bited marks of great physical suffering, and any attempt to
move the limb for the purpose of examination was attended
by severe pain. By direction of Mr. Skey, he was placed
under the influence of chloroform, and on a more careful exa-
mination of the injury, the previous diagnosis was fully con-
firmed. Extension of the limb was made by the co-operation
of four persons, by whose agency the displaced bone was
brought downwards, while a little manipulation, on the part
of the surgeon, appeared to restore it to its natural position.
On recovering his consciousness, the man expressed himself
greatly relieved, and he now permitted the limb to be exa-
mined without hesitation or pain. The bone was retained in
position by a round towel, wound round the pelvis to the
breadth of about six inches, and fixed by two perineal bands
attached to it in front and behind. The wound in the scrotum
was united by a suture. He was ordered thirty drops of
opium, and eight ounces of brandy, to be taken in repeated
doses during the ensuing twenty-four hours. On the following
day, he was found free from pain, had slept moderately well,
and had passed urine voluntarily. In every respect his con-
dition was improved. At the expiration of the second day,

: the sensibility of his limb was partly restored. He was ordered
a dose of castor oil. In the course of a week he could move
his limb without pain; and at the present date, five weeks
having expired since the accident, he can raise his thigh, and

’ turn it in all directions, without effort or suffering. He per-
forms the function of micturition and defaecation with no other
difficulty than that due to his position. There is no cause for

’ doubt as to this patient’s entire recovery.

CANCER HOSPITAL.
STATIONARY OR NON-PROGRESSING CANCERS.

(Under the care of the Suraeons.)
. FOR some time past we have watched the progress of nume-

rous cases of cancer occurring at this hospital, and have been
forcibly impressed with what seemed to be the total arrest of tho.


